
Dear Mr Garratt,

Many thanks for your enquiry regarding Magdalen College’s historic estates in Horsington.
 
As you already know, the college acquired lands in Horsington in the 1530s. At that time, the college also 
took possession of the deeds proving its ownership of these lands. These medieval deeds (so-called 
‘muniments’) survive at Magdalen College today, in the Muniment Tower that was purpose-built in the 1480s 
to house the title deeds to Magdalen’s estates in some 20 English counties. In case it should be of interest, I 
am going to send you an extract from William Dunn Macray’s 19th-century catalogue of Magdalen College’s 
muniments. This extract contains typewritten descriptions of all the Horsington deeds stored in Magdalen’s 
Muniment Tower.
 
In the 1970s, archivist Chris Woolgar compiled a catalogue of all the estate papers of Magdalen College, 
including manorial court records, circuit accounts, estates correspondence, etc. Ten pages of this catalogue 
are devoted to describing the records of Magdalen’s estates in Horsington. Again, I will send you a PDF scan 
of the relevant catalogue extract via WeTransfer. These estate records cover the years 1353-1882, so I’m 
afraid the cut-off point is too early to answer your question regarding the date of sale of Magdalen’s historic 
estates. You might nonetheless find some useful background information in this catalogue extract.
 
We have a 1901 map in the College Archives, MP/2/LINCS/13, with the college’s property in Horsington and 
Metheringham highlighted. Later handwritten annotations record that some of this property was sold off in 
1923 and 1924 (although the purchasers are unrecorded). It seems we can deduce from this map that the 
college still retained some of its property in Horsington after 1924.
 
An estates correspondence file transferred from the college Bursary to the Archives in 2000 (accession 
reference 2000/111/17 no. 3) concerns Horsington-cum-Stixwold. This file reveals that, in May 1946, 
Magdalen College conveyed to the Lincoln Diocesan Board of Patronage its ancient title to the advowson of 
Horsington with Stixwold. Furthermore, a letter from the President of Magdalen to the Secretary of the Lincoln 
Diocesan Trust, dated 18 February 1946, shows that by that time Magdalen College no longer had any land 
in Horsington. The relevant passage reads:

The College at its Meeting on the 13th February resolved to offer to the Diocesan Trust its share in the 
Advowson of the united benefices of Horsington All Saints, with Stixwold S. Peter, the other moiety of 
which the Trust already holds alternate presentation. Though the Advowson with land in the district 
once the possession of President Hygden was bought by the College in 1532 with money left by him, 
that land has since been sold and the College has no longer any interest in the district.

 
Prior to selling its share in the advowson of Horsington with Stixwold in 1946, it seems the College sold the 
glebe there in 1931, to Messrs J T and H C Eley. This from a letter of 1 April 1931, from the Estates Bursar of 
Magdalen College to the Lincoln Diocesan Registry:

Horsington with Stixwould U.B. Sale by Glebe. I return herewith Conveyance in respect of the sale to 
Messrs J T and H C Eley, duly sealed by the College and attested.

 
So, it seems the Magdalen lands in Horsington that were not sold off in 1923-4 were sold in 1931, and 
Magdalen only retained its share in the advowson after that, until dispensing with that too in 1946.
 
I do hope this information proves useful to you.
 
Best wishes,
 
Emily
 
Dr Emily Jennings
Assistant Archivist and Records Manager. Magdalen College, Oxford

https://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/blog/the-muniment-room-of-magdalen-college-and-its-contents/
https://archive-cat.magd.ox.ac.uk/records/MP/2/LINCS/13
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EDLINGTON

In 1333, at a Chancery Inquisition, held at Haltham, “on Friday next, after the feast of St. 
Matthew,” the Jurors declare, that Nicholas de Thymelby, and his wife Matilda, hold land 
in Haltham, of the right of the said Matilda, under the Lord the King, as parcel of the 
Manor of Scrivelsby; also that the said Nicholas held land in Stikeswold, of the Dean and 
Chapter of Lincoln, by the service of paying them ijs and vid yearly; and also that he held 
lands in Thymelby, under the Bishop of Carlisle.  

Further inquisitions show that Nicholas de Thymelby, and John, his brother, also held 
lands in Horncastle and over (i.e. High) Toynton, under the said Bishop of Carlisle; that 
Thomas de Thymelby presented to the Church of Ruckland in 1381; and that John, his 
son, presented to the Church of Tetford, April 4th, 1388.  In 1427, it was found that the 
heirs of John de Thymelby, held by their trustees, lands “in Polum and Edlynton.”


In 1439, William Thymelby, Esq., Lord of Polum, presented to the Benefice of Somersby, 
having already presented to Tetford.  He seems to have married Joan, daughter of Sir 
Walter Tailboys, a descendant of the same family, from which sprang Ivo Taillebois, the 
great Norman Baron, previously mentioned, from whom Gilbert de Gaunt probably 
acquired his land in Edlington. {37a}  Richard Thimbleby, in 1474, obtained the Beelsby 
estates, through marriage with Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Beelsby, 
knight, and widow of Sir John Pygot, Knt.  He died (1522) possessed (in right of his wife, 
who was coheir of Godfrey Hilton), of the Manors of Beelsby, Holton-le-Moor, Horsington, 
Harpswell, Harleston, Thorgansby; and a share of the advowson of Horsington; John 
Thymelby, his son, succeeded him (Escheator’s Inquisitions, 14 H.S., No. 24).  To show 
the religious fanaticism in the reign of Elizabeth, even among Protestants, note the 
following:—A Thimbleby of Poolham, A.D. 1581, was thrown into prison by the Bishop of 
Lincoln (T. Cowper), for refusing to attend Protestant services.  His wife was near her 
confinement, but she begged to see her husband, she was treated so roughly that the 
pains of labour seized her in her husband’s dungeon.  She was nevertheless detained in 
prison without any nurse or assistant, and a speedy death followed; her husband also 
dying soon afterwards in prison from the rough treatment which he underwent there.  
(“The Church under Queen Elizabeth,” by F. G. Lee, II. p. 60).  I have given these details to 
show the importance of the family of Thimbleby.


After another generation or two, Matthew Thymbleby’s widow of Poolham, married Sir 
Robert Saville, Knt., who, through her, died possessed of the Manors of Poolham, 
Edlington, and several more.  Confining ourselves here to Poolham, we find the Saviles, 
who were members of the Saviles of Howley, co. York (now represented by Lord 
Mexborough, of Methley, co. York, etc., etc., and the Saviles, of Rufford Abbey, co. 
Notts.), continuing to own Poolham until 1600, when Sir John Saville, Knt., sold

it to George Bolles, Esq., citizen of London, whose descendant, Sir John Bolles, {37b} 
Bart., sold it to Sir Edmund Turnor, of Stoke Rochford.  It has recently been sold to Dr. 
Byron, residing in London.


As we have, thus far, chiefly confined ourselves to the owners of the hamlet of Poolham, 
we will now make some rather interesting remarks upon the old Poolham Hall, and 
matters connected with it.  The old mansion was probably built originally on a larger scale 
than the present farm house. It is enclosed by a moat, in the south-west angle of which 
stand the remains of a chapel, or oratory, now in the kitchen garden; they consist of an 
end wall and part of a side wall, each with a narrow window.  The font, a few years ago, 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/62502/62502-0.txt


was taken away, and in order to preserve it from destruction, it was placed, some twenty 
years ago, in the garden of Wispington Vicarage, by the Vicar (the late Rev. C. P. Terrot), a 
great ecclesiastical antiquarian.  It has further again been removed by the present writer, 
and, on the restoration of the Church of St. Margaret, at Woodhall, in 1893, it was once 
more restored to its original purpose, as font in that Church, being further adorned by four 
handsome columns of serpentine, the gift of the Rev. J. A. Penny, the present Vicar of

Wispington.  Near the chapel, there was till recently, a tombstone, bearing date 1527.  
This stone was a few years ago removed, and now forms the sill of a cottage doorway in 
Stixwould.  The writer should here add that, on the moat of this old Hall being cleaned out 
a few years ago, there was found in the mud, beneath the chapel ruins, a curious object,

which at once passed into his possession.  It proved to be an ancient chrismatory, of 
which there has never been found the like.  The material is terra cotta, with peculiar 
primitive ornamentation, of a pale stone colour, containing two divisions, or wells, with 
spouts at each end, each having been covered with a roof, although one of them is now 
broken off, curiously carved.  The use of the chrismatory, was, in mediæval times, 
connected with baptism; as the child was brought into the church, it was sprinkled with 
salt, and at the font it was anointed with oil.  The two wells were meant to hold the salt 
and oil.  As I have said, it is unique. Its use was first explained to me, by Sir Augustus 
Franks, of the British Museum.  It has been exhibited among the ecclesiastical objects of 
art at the Church Congresses, at Norwich, London, Newcastle, Northampton, and other 
places.  It has created very great interest, and has been noticed in various publications.  
According to Ecton’s “Thesaurus,” this chapel was connected with Bardney Abbey, but it 
is now a ruin, and unused.  The population is limited to three houses, and the most 
convenient place of worship is Woodhall, St. Margaret’s.


We will now revert more especially to Edlington.  We have mentioned Gilbert de Gaunt as 
among the first owners, but this applies, more strictly to the hamlet Poolham.  Edlington 
proper, is evidently a place of great antiquity, the name is derived from “Eiddeleg,” a deity 
in the Bardic Mythology (Dr. Oliver’s “Religious Houses on the Witham”); the whole name 
meaning the town of Eiddeleg.  In connection with this, we may mention that, until about 
three years ago, when it was destroyed by dynamite, there existed an enormous boulder, 
standing on a rising ground, about sixty yards from the present highway, on the farm of 
Mr. Robert Searby, which weighed about 10 tons, its height being about 10ft., width

4ft. 6in., and its thickness about 3ft.  This would be just the Druidic altar, at which the 
Bardic mysteries, in the British period, might be celebrated.  In 1819, while digging a field 
in Edlington, some men found several heaps of ox bones, and with each heap an urn of 
baked clay. Unfortunately none of these urns were preserved, so that we are unable to

say whether they were of Roman make, or of earlier date.  They imply heathen sacrifice of 
some kind, and were close to a Roman road; still the existence, already mentioned, of an 
earlier Bardic worship, would favour for them, an earlier origin.


From Domesday Book (completed circa 1086), we gather (1st) that among the 
possessions of the King (William the Conqueror), there were 4 carucates, i.e. 480 acres of 
land, with proportionate sokemen, villeins, andbordars.  The whole land of the parish 
being reckoned at 6,960 acres.  Of this extent, the Saxon Ulf, so often mentioned as an 
owner in this neighbourhood, had 10 carucates (or 1,200 acres).  Egbert, the vassal of

Gilbert de Gaunt had 480 acres, a mill, always a valuable possession, as all dependants 
were bound to have their grain ground there; 90 acres of meadow, and 210 acres of wood 
land, in all 780 acres.  A Jury of the wapentake of Horncastle, declared that the powerful 
noble Robert Despenser, wrongfully disputed the claim of Gilbert de Gaunt, to half a

carucate, or 60 acres, in Edlington, which in the time of Edward the Confessor had been 
formerly held by one Saxon, Tonna.




Edlington was one of the 222 parishes in the county which had churches before the 
Norman conquest, but as the number of priests serving these churches was only 131, it is 
doubtful whether it had a resident minister, it being more probably that it was served by a 
Monk of Bardney Abbey, to which (according to Liber Regis) it was attached.  Here again 
we have a trace of Gilbert de Gaunt being Lord of the Manor of Edlington, as well as of 
the subdivision of Poolham.  The Monastery of Bardney was originally one of the few 
Saxon foundations, and established before the year 697.  It was however reduced to 
great poverty by the Danes, under Inguar and Hubba, in 870, 300 monks being slain.  It 
remained in ruins some 200 years, when it was restored by Gilbert de Gaunt, who 
succeeded to some of the property of Ulf, the Saxon Thane, already named.  Gilbert

de Gaunt had 54 Manors conferred upon him; being nephew of the Conqueror, and 
among the several which he bestowed on Bardney, was Edlington.  At the dissolution, it 
would revert to the King, and (as we are here reduced to conjecture), we may well 
suppose that it was one of the many Manors in this district conferred by Henry VIII., on 
Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, among whose descendants these vast possessions 
were subsequently divided.  In Dr. Oliver’s learned book on the “Religious Houses on the

Witham,” it is stated that Bardney had land in Edlington, that the abbot had the advowson 
of the benefice, and that before the King’s Justices, in the reign of Ed. I., the abbot proved 
his right, by act of Henry I., confirmed by Henry III. to the exercise of “Infangthef, pit, and 
gallows at Bardney.”


In “Placito de Warranto,” p. 409, he claimed, and proved his right, also to a gallows at 
Edlington (as well as at Hagworthingham, and Steeping, and Candlesby); and in 
connection with this, it is interesting to note that, as at Bardney, there is a field called 
“Coney Garth” (Konig Garth), or King enclosure, where the abbot’s gallows stood; so at 
Edlington there is a field (the grass field, in the angle, as you pass from the village

road to the high road, leading northward), which is still called “Coney Green,” which name 
moderns of small education, suppose to be derived from the numbers of conies, i.e. 
rabbits, which abound there; but in which the antiquarian sees the old Konig-field, the 
King’s enclosure; and inthat field, doubtless, stood the abbot of Bardney’s gallows; {41} 
just as the Abbots of Kirkstead had a gallows in Thimbleby.  On this Edlington Coney 
Green, I have found bricks of an early style, with various mounds and hollows, indicating 
buildings of some extent, and probably belonging to the King.


In the year 1897, the Rev. J. A. Penny, Vicar of Wispington, discovered and published in 
“Linc. N. and Q.,” some very interesting Bardney charters of the 13th century, which make 
many mentions of Edlington.  In one case they record the gift of a bondman, and his 
progeny to Thomas de Thorley, living in Gautby, the slave being William, son of Peter

Hardigrey, of Edlington; among the witnesses to the deed of gift being Master Robert, of 
Poolham, Simon, the Chamberlain of Edlington, and others.  Date, 22nd May, 1281.




 
1842: Poolham Hall, a small manor in the (then) parish of Edlington, was owned by 
Christopher TURNOR, Esq. A small, moated manor, its grounds contained a 
gravestone dated 1527 and was the ancient seat of the BARKSWORTH’s and 
THYMBLEBY’s.


A manorial chapel, dedicated to St Mary Magdelene, was recorded at Poolham, a 
settlement which no longer exists. It was licensed in c.1220. Burials were at 
Edlington church (Poolham was previously in Edlington parish), but a font was 
permitted in 1301. A priest was serving the chapel in 1526.

The remains of the chapel are located in the north-western corner of a moat, from 
which a Norman font was recovered. One of the walls of the chapel survived as a 
few courses of limestone rubble and some eighteenth century brick until after 
1971, but this had probably collapsed by 1983. There are fragments of dressed 
stone lying on the mound.


About 1550 the widow of Matthew Thymelby had married Sir Robert Savile; he 
belonged to an old and influential family now represented by Lord Savile of Rufford 
Abbey, Notts., and the Earl of Mexborough, Methley Park, Yorkshire. By the 

POOLHAM HALL



aforesaid marriage the bulk of the Thymelby property passed to the Saviles, and 
like the Thymelbys they had their chief residence, in this neighbourhood, at 
Poolham Hall, owning among many other possessions the aforesaid sub-manor of 
Parish-fee in Horncastle, which, as we have seen, was sold by their joint action to 
John Kent of Langton. We have already had mention of a John Savile who was 
apparently captain of the "trained band" connected with Horncastle in the reign of 
Elizabeth, AD. 1586; Gervase Holles mentions this John Savile as joint lord of 
Somersby with Andrew Gedney, and lord of Tetford in the same reign. (Collectanea, 
vol. iii, p 770).

From another document it would seem that, some 10 or 11 years later, Richard 
Thymelby and Robert Savile were involved in a more than questionable transaction 
with regard to the property thus transferred. Among the Carlisle papers is a 
Petition in Chancery, of which we here give the text, slightly abridged, as it is 
remarkable, and fittingly brings to a close our notices of the Thymelbys in 
connection with Horncastle.

To the Right Honble. Sir Francis Bacon, Knt., Lord Chancellor of England. 
Complainant sheweth, on the oath of your petitioner, Evan Reignolds, of St. 
Catherine's, Co. Middlesex, gent., and Joan his wife, that, whereas Richard 
Thymelby, some time of Poleham, Co. Lincoln, Esq., deceased, was seized of the 
manors of Poleham, Thimbleby, Horsington, Stixwold, Buckland, Horncastle, 
Edlington (&c.), and tenements in Langton, Blankney, Baumber, and in one pasture 
inclosed for 1000 sheep, called Heirick (High-Rig, in Woodhall, near Poolham) 
pasture, &c., whereof Robert Savile was seized for life, conveyed the same to his 
father-in-law Robert Savile ... the said Richard Thymelby, going up to London, 
negotiated to sell the property to one Richard Gardiner, and for £2,300 engaged, at 
his desire, to convey all to John Wooton, the £2,300 was paid to Richard Thymelby 
and bargain settled July 15, 6 Elizabeth (A.D. 1564). A dispute arose in the 
following year between Richard Thymelby and Robert Savile, which was submitted 
to arbitrators (Feb. 15, 7 Elizabeth), who ordered Richard Thymelby to pay Robert 
Savile £1,500, and Robert Savile should then convey all to Richard Thymelby. The 
£1,500 was paid and afterwards the two "confederated to defraud the said Richard 
Gardiner and conveyed the said manors to John Kent." The judgment of the court 
is not given, but neither of the defendants, surely, cut a very creditable figure, and 
Richard Thymelby, suitably, we must admit, passes from the scene.



